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OUR WISCONSIN MAYFLOWER ANCESTRY 
 
 

From the time I was old enough to understand such things, my family has 
told me that we were descendants of a Mayflower passenger, on my mother’s 
side.  She said the “Howes” were the connection, but a glance through the 
encyclopedias we kept in the bookshelf showed no Howe as a passenger, so I 
dismissed it as merely “family lore.” 
 
 Years later, while dabbling with genealogy on Ancestry, I was contacted 
by someone whose family tree intersected with mine, through our relationships to 
Charles Harvey Smith.  That started an email exchange that cleared up the 
confusion, and clarified that our Smith family was, indeed, descended from 
Mayflower passengers, namely William and Susanna White. Our direct ancestor 
was Resolved White, their first son. 
 
 The name “Howe” I heard about as a child is, of course, from Gideon 
Howe (sometimes spelled How), one of the founders of Beaver Dam, Wisconsin.  
(Another ancestor founded a town in Connecticut, so we have that trait in our 
bloodline, apparently.)  Gideon Howe’s granddaughter, Lois Rosilla Howe, 
married Charles Harvey Smith in 1875, and they are my great, great 
grandparents.  Their son Alan Lester Smith was my great grandfather, and his 
son, Theodore Alvin Smith, was my mother’s father/my grandfather.   
 

A post from the Find A Grave web site has a nice summary about Charles 
Harvey Smith: 
 
 Originally from New York, Charles Harvey Smith came to Wisconsin in the 
1850s. He was the oldest of 8 children to Charles Melancthon and Mary Ann (Webb) 
Smith. During the Civil War, he served in Companies A & B of the 16th Wisconsin 
Infantry where he was wounded twice. In 1875, he married Lois Rosilla How(e) of Beloit, 
Wisconsin. Together, they had 10 or 11 children. Around 1885, Harvey and Lois Smith 
moved from Beaver Dam to Milwaukee and resided there until their deaths in 1916 and 
1933, respectively. They were then buried in Beaver Dam Cemetery in Beaver Dam, 
Dodge, Wisconsin. 
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THE MAYFLOWER  – PILGRIM WILLIAM WHITE 
 

 Our pedigree contains a synopsis for my family (the White family 
descendants) as follows: 
 
William White 
 
M, b. 1592, d. 21 February 1621 
William White (The Pilgrim) was born in 1592 in England. He 
married Susanna (Fuller?) White in 1612 at Leyden, Holland. William White died 
on 21 February 1621 at Plymouth.  
 
William White was one of the pilgrims who came to America on the Mayflower 
and is a part of our family history. William and Susanna White left England with 
their son, Resolved. Their second son, Peregrine, was born on the Mayflower 
while it was docked offshore. They landed on Plymouth in December of 1620. He 
was one of the signers of the Mayflower Compact.  
 
Willam White died in Plymouth on February 21, 1621, just two months after the 
party landed. He died from pneumonia and scurvy.  This left Susanna a widow 
with two young sons, Resolved and Peregrine. She married a second time to 
Edward Winslow, who had also lost his wife during the illness. This illness was 
the reason that 50 people died during the first winter at Plymouth.  Susanna 
White was one of only five women who survived. 
 
          My family line is through the eldest son, Resolved, who married Judith 
Vassall on November 5, 1640. My family line continues through their third child, 
Samuel White, and  through this Mayflower line for another 11 generations.  
 
 The family moved from the east coast in the 1850’s, and Gideon How(e) 
helped found the town of Beaver Dam in 1850.  His son, William Howe, was a 
miller, and the beautiful Beckman-Howe Mill still exists - near Beloit, Wisconsin.   
 
 The adventurous spirit that brought our Mayflower ancestors to the new 
world lived on in their descendants.  They founded towns, traveled into new 
territories, and established communities that still thrive today.  It’s a heritage I am 
very proud to claim. 
 

********************************** 
 
 

http://andorferroots.com/roots/andorferroots-o/pd3.htm#i320
http://andorferroots.com/roots/andorferroots-o/p44.htm#i3964
http://andorferroots.com/roots/andorferroots-o/pd6.htm#i571
http://andorferroots.com/roots/andorferroots-o/pd20.htm#i2325
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LINEAGE FROM PILGRIM WILLIAM WHITE TO ME: 
 
 William and Susanna White 
 

- Resolved White 
- William White 
- Penelope (White) Crapo 
- Seth Crapo 
- Esther (Crapo) How 
- Gideon How 
- James Madison How(e) 
- Lois Rosilla (Howe) Smith* 
- Allen Lester Smith 
- Theodore Alvin Smith 
- Edna L. (Smith) Scott 
- Deborah Scott 

 
 
 
[Submitted independently by Debbie Scott to The Society of Mayflower 
Descendants in the State of Wisconsin (“The WI Society) on June 3, 2019. 
The document remains exactly as it was submitted. This information has 
not been validated by The WI Society and they cannot be held liable for any 
information contained herein.] 
 
 
 


